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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Burnham-on-Sea  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  lirst  Annual  Report. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  Report,  once  more,  is  presented  in  a very  brief  form  ; in  fact,  it  is  mainly 
a summary. 

Dr.  A.  R.  Wade,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  since  the  two  town 
Councils  were  amalgamated  in  1933,  retired  owing  to  ill  health  at  the  end  of  the 
half  year 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  B.  EGERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area= 2,246  acres. 

Population  : — 

1931  Census  . . . . . . . . 7,705 

The  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  1944  . . 8,327 

Rateable  Value =£66, 092. 

Sum  represented  bv  a penny  rate,  £265. 

Vital  Statistics  : — 


Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate. 

62 

72 

134 

Illegitimate. 

6 

8 

14 

68 

80 

148 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate. 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Birth  Rate — 18.2  per  1,000 

; this 

is  higher  than  that  for 

last  year 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

60 

66 

126 

Death  Rate. — 15.1  per  1,000 

; this  is 

. the  same  as  that  for  hist  year. 

Infant  Mortality.  (Deaths  0 

f Infants  under  one  year 

of  age). 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate. 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate. 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

The  Following  Table  Shows  the  Causes  of  Death 


Female 

66 


All  Causes 


Male 

60 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system  . . . . 2 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity,  Oesophagus  and  Uterus  . . 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Intestines  . . . . 3 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . . . 4 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  . . . . . . 9 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . 19 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  . . 1 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . 2 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . . . . . 1 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . 1 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Congenital  Malformation 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . . . . . . 1 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . . . . . 1 

All  other  Causes  . . . . . . . . 8 


3 

1 

5 

5 

1 

9 

19 

1 

3 

2 

1 


1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  infectious  Disease  occurring 
in  the  area  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

11 

- 

3 

Non-respiratory 

11 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

7 

- 

Measles 

3 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

- 

- 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

3 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

— 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 

I.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -Dr.  G.  B.  Egerton,  M.C.,  M.B.,  B.S. 
Surveyor — E.  Dixon  Grubb,  A.M.I.C.E. 

Sanitary  Inspector — W.  B.  Graham,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


1 1 . (a)  Laboratory  facilities — as  before. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities — St.  John  Ambulance  Mobile  Van  staffed  by 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance — Axbridge. 

Ambulances  at  Bridgwater  and  Weston-super-Mare,  if  needed, 
(i c ) Nursing— as  before. 

(d)  Treatment  Centre  and  Clinics. 

A clinic  in  Abingdon  Street,  Burnham-on-Sea  is  used  for 
treating  scabies,  2 afternoon  sessions  a week. 

A clinic  for  children  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  house  is  used  for 
treating  minor  ailments  and  is  open  daily. 

Both  clinics  continue  to  do  good  work. 

Infant  Welfare  centres  in  both  Burnham-on-Sea  and  Highbridge 
are  greatly  appreciated. 

HOUSING 

Loans  were  sanctioned  for  the  acquisition  of  the  2 sites. 

The  layout  of  the  two  housing  estates  is  well  forward,  the  Council  forming 
part  of  the  group  of  authorities  dealing  with  the  matter  of  layout  of  roads  and 
sewers. 

The  Contractors  tender  for  such  layout  has  been  accepted,  and  an 
application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  sanction  to  carry  out  the  work. 

Designs  for  the  houses  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
approval. 

While  on  the  subject  of  housing,  I would  like  to  say  here  that  I trust 
suitable  provision  will  be  made  for  the  lonely,  aged  and  infirm,  whose  numbers 
are  increasing  among  us  and  who,  in  these  times  are  apt  to  be  forgotten. 

SANITARY  WORK 

1.  Disinfections.  Number  carried  out  during  the  year — 32. 

2.  Water  Supply.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  submitted  samples  to  the 

Public  Analyist  quarterly  and  the  results  both  before  and  after  chlorin- 
ation have  been  satisfactory.  During  the  intervening  months  samples 
have  been  submitted  to  a private  analyst  (see  Surveyor’s  reports). 

3.  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Registered  producers  . . . . 22 

Number  of  retailers  . . . . . . 19 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  County 
Analyst  from  T.T.  and  Accredited  Herds,  and  fourteen  samples  were 
submitted  for  tubercle  examination,  with  one  exception  these  were 
reported  as  free  from  tubercle.  The  diseased  cow  was  traced  and 
slaughtered.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  a number  of  cow- 
sheds ; one  of  these  farms  is  now  a producer  of  T.T.  Milk,  and  three  are 
now  licensed  accredited  producers. 

4.  Food  Infection.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  dealt  with  all  types  of 

unsound  foodstuffs,  and  appreciates  the  co-operation  of  traders  in  both 
Burnham-on-Sea  and  Highbridge,  who  notify  him  if  they  are  in  any 
doubt. 


/ 


